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name of God, a preacher in uniform is found. This 
preacher keeps out of the firing line, but he goes to war 
and calls himself a soldier. . . . 

And now this superior class intent on taxing us declare 
war and maintain standing armies in the name of this 
Man, who had no fellowship with either armies, war or 
the superior class. All the myriads of men who live off 
the government depend upon the government to tax us, 
and in order to tax us successfully standing armies are 
maintained. The plea that the army is needed for the 
protection of the country is pure fraud and pretence. 
The French government affrights the people by telling 
them that the Germans are ready and anxious to fall 
upon them ; the Russians fear the British ; the British 
fear everybody; and now in America we are told we 
must increase our navy and add to our army because 
Europe may at any moment combine against us. 

This is fraud and untruth. The plain people in France, 
Germany, England and America are opposed to war. 
We only wish to be let alone. Men with wives, children, 
sweethearts, homes, aged parents, do not want to go off 
and fight some one. We are peaceable and wish to be 
kind ; we fear war, we hate it. War is hell. We would 
like to obey the Golden Rule. . . . 

War is the sure result of the existence of armed men. 
That country which maintains a large standing army will 
sooner or later have a war on hand. The man who 
prides himself on fisticuffs is going some day to meet a 
man who considers himself the better man, and they will 
fight. Germany and France have no issue save a desire 
to see which is the better man. They have fought once 
— more than that, many times — and they will fight 
"again. Not that the people want to fight, but the 
superior class fan fright into fury and make men think 
they must fight to protect their homes. 

So the people who wish to follow the teachings of 
Christ are not allowed to do so, but are taxed, outraged, 
deceived by governments — by the superior class, who 
demand that we shall lead the strenuous life, when all 
we ask is the privilege of doing our work, and doing 
unto others as we would be done by. 

Christ taught humility, meekness, the forgiveness of 
one's enemies, and that to kill was wrong. . . . 

The question is, how are we to relieve ourselves of 
these cormorants who toil not, but who are clothed in 
broadcloth and blue, with brass buttons and many costly 
accoutrements ; who feed upon our substance, and for 
whom we delve and dig. Shall we fight them ? No, 
we do not believe in bloodshed, and besides that, they 
have the guns and the money, and they would use these 
guns bought by money we have earned — taxed out of 
us — they would use these guns and use their army to 
kill us off speedily. . . . 

But who composes this army that they would order to 
fire upon us ? Why, our neighbors and brothers, de- 
ceived into the idea that they are doing God's service by 
protecting their country from its enemies. . . . 

The only relief lies in education. Educate men not to 
fight, and that it is wrong to kill. Teach them the 
Golden Rule, and yet again, teach them the Golden Rule. 
Silently defy this superior class by refusing to bow down 
to their fetich of bullets. . . . 

America can never become the ideal republic — the 



home and refuge of all that is best in art and science, the 
fulfilment of the dreams of seers and prophets — unless 
we cease modeling our political policy after the monarch- 
ies of Europe. Force expends itself and dies; every 
army is marching to its death ; nothing but a skull and 
skeleton fills helmet and cuirass ; the aggressor is over- 
come by the poison of his pride ; victory is only another 
name for defeat; but the spirit of gentleness and truth is 
eternal. Only by building on that can we hope as a 
nation to live. 

Leave us alone. We wish to do our work. We wish 
to beautify our homes, to educate our children, to love 
our neighbors. Leave us alone that we may practise the 
Golden Rule. Your false cry of danger, and "wolf, 
wolf," shall not alarm us. We pay your taxes only 
because we have to, and we will pay no more and no 
longer than we have to. 

We will educate men. And all the time our silent 
influence will be going out, and even the men who are' 
conscripted will be half hearted and refuse to fight. We 
will educate men into the thought that the Christ-life of 
peace and goodwill is better than the strenuous life of 
strife, bloodshed and red war. " Peace on earth ! " It 
can only come when men do away with armies, and are 
willing to do unto other men as they would be done by. 
~+~ Z. 

Manifesto in the Interests of Peace. 

The following statement, signed by a number of influ- 
ential and well-known leaders of thought, including the 
Very Rev. G. W. Kitchin, D.D., Dean of Durham, Her- 
bert Spencer, Alexander Bain, LL.D., Henry Goudy, 
D.C.L., LL.D., Regius Professor of Civil Law, Oxford, 
F. C. Selous, corresponding member of the Zoological 
Society, author of " A Hunter's Wanderings in Africa," 
Sir W. Markby, D.C.L., formerly judge of the High 
Court, Calcutta, and reader in Indian law, Oxford, author 
of " Lectures on Indian Law," etc., Rev. Alexander 
McLaren, B.A., D.D., Goldwin Smith, M.A., D.C.L., 
author of "The Empire," etc., Frederic Harrison, M.A., 
Rev. S. A. Barnett, M.A., Canon of Bristol, founder and 
warden of Toynbee Hall, Rev. J. Estlin Carpenter, M.A., 
Hibbert Lecturer on Comparative Religion, Manchester 
College, Oxford, Rev. John Clifford, M.A., LL.B., D.D., 
president of Baptist Union and ex-president of the 
National Council of Free Evangelical Churches of 
England and Wales, James A. H. Murray, LL.D., D.C.L., 
Ph.D., Balliol College, Oxford, editor of the "New 
English Dictionary," Alfred R. Wallace, LL.D., F.R.S., 
author of " The Malay Archipelago," etc., etc., etc., has 
been forwarded to us for publication. It is explained 
that the manifesto was drawn up and the signatures were 
secured by one or two individuals without the assistance 
of any organization. The statement was prepared in 
November last, and about one-half of the names were 
obtained before the middle of December. Owing to the 
reverses of our troops the movement was suspended till 
the middle of February, after which date the document 
in its original form was further circulated and the 
remainder of the signatures collected : 

" The fact that war is being prosecuted does not seem 
to relieve those who think it ought to have been and 
might have been avoided from the duty of expressing 
their disapproval of it, which they do, not as politicians 
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or as members of any party, but as lovers of peace and as per- 
sons who desire that the credit of their own country should 
be above all imputation of oppressive or violent action. 

" At the present moment, moreover, there seems to be 
a special duty laid on those who disapprove of the war 
to express their disapproval. And this, first of all, in 
order to convey an assurance of sympathy to their Dutch 
fellow-subjects in the South African colonies, whose self- 
control is being sorely tested ; and, secondly, in the hope 
that the publication of their disapproval may have some 
little effect on public opinion in this country, and so help 
to secure at the close of the war a fair and stable settle- 
ment of our relations with the whole of South Africa. 

" Their condemnation of the war is based on the 
following considerations : 

"1. Though they allow that the grievances of the 
Outlanders were real and may have justified the efforts 
of our government to secure their removal, they hold 
that the circumstances in which the recent negotiations 
between our government and that of the Transvaal were 
entered made it more than usually incumbent on the 
stronger Power to adopt a conciliatory attitude. There 
was, first of all, the fact that our government had just 
before taken a prominent part in the Peace Conference 
at The Hague, and that, although we were able to plead 
a technical right to refuse arbitration in our dealings 
with the Transvaal, we might naturally have been 
expected to waive this right so as to avoid the suspicion 
of insincerity. Again, the fact that the difficulties in the 
Transvaal had arisen from the discovery of gold and the 
inrush of gold-seekers, and that the grievances which 
were keenly felt in the Rand and which gave rise to 
agitation were mainly financial, should have made a 
country jealous of its reputation particularly careful in 
entering upon these negotiations. But the great reason 
for adopting a patient and conciliatory attitude lay in the 
temper of the Transvaal Boers. Whatever view be 
taken of their suspicious hostility, it seems clear that 
there had been much in the past treatment of them by 
successive British governments since they left our colony 
in 1836 to make this distrust a natural attitude. The 
distrust had, moreover, only three years before, been 
intensified and quickened into a distinct apprehension of 
an attack on their independence by the Jameson Raid 
and by the treatment of that act and its supporters by 
the British government and by a large part of the press 
of this country — not to speak of the English press in 
South Africa. It may be added that the adoption of 
this conciliatory attitude was rendered the easier by the 
circumstance that time was on the side of the aggrieved 
Outlanders, that in the Transvaal itself influences were 
at work which could have been confidently counted on 
for diminishing before long the extent of the evils 
complained of. 

" 2. The methods pursued by the British government 
in these negotiations, however well-intentioned they may 
have been, had in them much to irritate and much to 
confuse the minds of the Transvaal officials. More par- 
ticularly the later stages of these negotiations, accom- 
panied as they were by the announcement that a large 
British force was to be forthwith sent into South Africa, 
tended to raise and to fix in the mind of the Boers the 
idea that war and not peace was intended. 



" 3. As a consequence of the failure of our government 
to make use of all the means at their disposal for secur- 
ing peace, the war, though determined formally by the 
ultimatum issued by the Transvaal government, is in a 
very important sense the result of our own action, the 
onus of which cannot, therefore, be dismissed by the 
plea that it is waged in self-defense. 

" 4. Having been caused to this extent by the action 
of our government, the war is open to the reproaches 
cast upon all wars which are waged by powerful against 
weak states, and appear intended to menace the inde- 
pendence of the latter. 

" 5. The war seems, further, to be open to the charge 
of a disregard of the conditions of a permanent retention 
of our empire in South Africa, since its results are certain 
to reawaken in a more acute form outside the Transvaal 
the old but latterly almost extinct race antagonism be- 
tween the British and the Dutch inhabitants of South 
Africa. 

"Holding these views, they desire the speedy termina- 
tion of the war, and to this end, as also to that of allaying 
the animosities which the war will leave behind it in 
South Africa, they ask our government to act worthily 
of a great power that has proved the superiority of its 
forces to those of two smaller communities by using the 
first occasion which presents itself for making known 
that they are willing to offer such terms as a people that 
has shown itself brave as well as jealous of its independ- 
ence may be expected to accept." — The Herald of Peace. 



A Parable. 

BY B. J. KADFOBD. 

In Klondike, where mosquitoes 

Perpetually swarm, 
That is, whene'er the weather 

Is anything like warm; 
In Klondike, where blood freezes 

In veins of young or old, 
Thai is, whene'er the weather 

Is anything like cold, — 
Up there a heathen Chinee 

Had happened for to squat 
Within the richest gold-field, 

Right on the richest spot. 

Then all the Christian squatters, 

Dutch, Yankees and Canucks, 
Rose up and swore in concert, 

By all the Klondike spooks, 
That all those boundless riches 

Should never, never go, 
With all their saving power, 

To the heathen, Yu Si Do: — 
'Twould be a mighty scandal 

If all that wealth should fall 
To old Si Do, the pagan — 

It must not be at all. 

They held a pious council 

And sampled Christian rum, 
And planned to squelch that heathen, 

With his pagan opium; 
And then they got together 

Upon a stormy night 
And killed Si Do, the heathen, 

And chucked him out of sight. 
Then over his possessions. 

With many a bloody brawl, 
They waged a furious combat, 

Till the strongest got them all. 



